
CHILD OKEFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Child Okeford Parish Council held on 3rd, DECEMBER
2018 at the Community Centre, Station Road, Child Okeford DT11 8EL at 7.00pm

Attendance and approval of Apologies for Absence
Present: Cllr Martin Rudd (Chairman), Cllr, Mary Giles (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. Kirsty Baird, Cllr. 
James Chetwode, Cllr. Michael Hepburn, Cllr Sylvia Holdeman, Cllr. Sherry Jespersen and Cllr 
Robert Smith 
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr. Philip Blake
In Attendance:       Parish Clerk – Mal Derricott

  7 Members of the public were present

Declarations of Interest in Matters on the Agenda
There were no declarations of interest

18/81 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th. Nov.  2018
The Council RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th. November 2018. 
Proposed:    Cllr. Martin Rudd                                      Seconded:  Cllr. Robert Smith

18/82 Matters arising from previous minutes 
None

18/83 Councillor’s Reports
The District Councillors report was circulated and will be on the website. Report written by Cllr. 
Debra Croney and Cllr. Sherry Jespersen outlined the matters in the report and other district 
and county council matters, especially relating to the change due in April to the joint Dorset 
Council.

18/84 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
 Planning application – Acorn Cottage – concern about the council’s observation of No 

objection – it was reported that the planning application was not on the District Council 
website and therefore not available to the public prior to the Parish council’s observation.

 Member of the public commented on the budget proposals and the Chairman and the 
council listened to the comments.  The matter is to be discussed at the appropriate point 
on the agenda.

 Water main replacement works – concern that the extension to the road closure yet 
again is having a massive effect on local business, especially with Christmas soon and 
the road closure planned to remain until 21st. December.  Concern that businesses 
cannot be sustained and is having a knock-on effect on the staff employed who are 
experiencing shorter hours and less pay.  The member of the public gave thanks to the 
council for all its efforts regarding this matter.

18/85 Footpaths
Alan Blundell reported as follows:

 There are a few usual problems with muddy footpaths.  DCC are hoping to deal with 
some of the iisues.

 FP10 – Erosion problems – work is planned.
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 Signposting for Hambledon Hill – A meeting has been held with representative of the 
National Trust.  It is hoped that new signs will be erected to guide walkers.

 Awaiting a delivery of wood chippings to try to dry up some of the footpaths.

 There is a tree down on Sandy Lane footpath – the Rangers are aware and will be 
dealing with it.

18/86 Tree Matters
None

18/87 Planning Matters
a) Decisions on planning applications:   None
b) Planning applications: 

2018/1481/Ful – The Old Bakery, Upper Street – Erect 1 dwelling and demolish existing 
cottage and garage.
2018/1483/LBC – The Old Bakery, Upper Street – Erect 1 dwelling and demolish 
existing cottage and garage and carry out associated internal and external alterations.

ACTION The council asked the Clerk to contact the District Council for an extension
to give more time for the council and the neighbours to consider it.

c) Planning Appeals:  None
d) Consultations:  None

18/88 Finance, Accounting and Administration Matters
(a) The Council RESOLVED Approval of the cheque schedule and total amount of 

£758.95 See attached list on page 103.
Proposed:   Cllr.  Robert Smith                         Seconded:    Cllr. Mary Giles

(b) The monthly statement of accounts and budget to 31.10.2018 was reviewed and 
approved - See attached on page 104.
Proposed:   Cllr.  Mary Giles                             Seconded:  Cllr. Martin Rudd

(c) Grant Application from The Ark Nursery
A request was made for financial assistance for a trellis fencing at a cost of £275 or 
the cost of planting at £148. Both these items are conditions on the planning 
approval for the work being carried out.
The Council approved a grant of £275 grant to the Ark for the purchase of the 
trellis
Proposed: Cllr. Martin Rudd  Seconded: Cllr. Kirsty Baird

(d) Budget 2019/2020 – Follow Up to the First Draft
The representations from a member of the public were considered.
Councillors examined the draft carefully and made some reductions.  
The Council approved the annual budget proposals for 2019/2020 and agreed a
precept of £20,470

      See attached budget proposal on page 105.

      Proposed:    Cllr. Martin Rudd Seconded:   Cllr. Robert Smith

18/89 Update on Highways Matters

Speed Indicator Device (SID) Deployment training has taken place – Cllr. Hepburn, Cllr. Rudd
and Cllr. Smith are approved to deploy the SID to the 3 locations in the village.  The SID has to 
be moved from one location to another approximately every 6 weeks.
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It was noted that the general public have expressed appreciation of the SID deployment 
and felt it has reduced the speeding through the village.

Wessex Water Main Replacement
Wessex Water has notified the council that the work is anticipated to continue until 
21st. December.  The work is going on and the delay is due to the difficulties experienced
in finding a way through the existing utilities within the road.  Councillors were very 
concerned about the loss of business for the local shop.  A discussion was held, and the
councillors considered possible ways of assisting but the council cannot financially assist
a business.  

ACTION The Clerk was requested to contact Wessex Water to open the road over 
the weekends.  To remove road closed and diversion signs on the main roads 
(A350 and from Shillingstone) and just leave immediate local traffic diversion 
signs

ACTION the Clerk was requested to email the co-ordinator of the village website to 
ask for support for the local shop from residents while the road is closed due to 
water main replacement.  
Some of the pot holes have been repaired in Haywards Lane but major work is required 
due to the serious deterioration of the surface and the edges.  A reply received from 
Dorset County Council in response to the Council’s request for urgent treatment of 
Haywards Lane as soon as the water main replacement works are finished was very 
unsatisfactory.   The work required needs to be done sooner than Dorset County Council
anticipate.

ACTION Reply to Dorset County Council’s email and remind that the work needs to 
be done urgently and not placed on the waiting list.

18/90 Consultations
None

18/91 Correspondence and Information
None

18/92 Matters of Interest
o Cllr. Giles the refurbishment of the map at The Cross still awaiting to be done. 

The finance is already allocated,
o Cllr. Holdeman – Chisel Lane – the work to the hedging has improved the sight 

line.

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 7th. January 2019

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Signed   ...........................................................       Dated  ................................................

Please note that the foregoing does not become minutes until approved by Council and signed
to that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting
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