
CHILD OKEFORD PARISH COUNCIL

An ordinary meeting of this Parish Council was held on Monday 6th February 2017 in the 
Community Centre at 7pm

211.17 Attendance and Apologies for absence
Cllrs Baird, Blake, Chetwode, Giles, Holdeman, Jespersen, Rudd and Smith were in 
attendance, together with the Footpaths Officer, the Clerk and six members of the 
public. 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hepburn.

212 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

213 Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on the 9th January 2017 having been previously 
circulated, were signed as a true record.

214 To discuss matters arising from previous Minutes
(a)Minutes of meeting on 5th December 2016, Item 183(c)(i) Planning – BT 
telephone boxes. The Clerk reported that two interested parties had enquired about 
adopting the BT telephone boxes. One relating to the box at Gold Hill and one for 
the Post Office box.
(b)Minutes of meeting on 9th January 2017, Item 205 Highways. The Chairman read 
out the following response from the Community Highways Officer regarding the 
request for dropped kerbs in the village:-
“We do have a budget for the whole of Dorset which only allows us to carry out 10-
15 dropped kerbs a year, split that into the 16 areas and I’m afraid that is only one 
a year for my area. These cost about £1,000 each and we have spent the budget up 
to 31st March 2017. I could possibly get one done for you from next year’s budget if 
you talk it through with Cllr Holdeman and decide at which address, or we could 
meet up and have a look together.”
The Clerk will forward Cllr Holdeman’s details to the Highways Officer for a 
meeting to be arranged.

215 Councillors Reports
The Report to Parish Councils from District Councillors had previously been 
circulated to all Members. Cllr Jespersen summarised the main topic being the Local
Government Reorganisation. North Dorset District Council unanimously adopted 
the option 2B which consists of West Dorset, Weymouth, Portland, Purbeck, North 
Dorset and East Dorset in one ‘Rural Unitary’ and Christchurch, Poole and 
Bournemouth in another ‘Urban Unitary’. A proposal will now be finalised for 
submission to the Secretary of State and the final decision should be delivered 
before the summer recess.

216 Public Participation
The Chairman invited the public to speak.
A member of the Bell Ringers announced an exciting new project, which has been 
approved by the Parochial Church Council to replace the existing bells. A number of
the current bells are extremely heavy and very difficult to use, particularly for 
beginners, which may discourage new members from joining the group. The project 
is likely to take up to eighteen months to complete and it is proposed that the first 
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peel of the new bells will take place on 11th November 2018 to commemorate the 
end of the First World War. It is hoped that this will be a village project and that the 
whole community will get involved. Cllr Jespersen asked what funding is required. 
A formal quotation is awaited but the new bells will cost in the region of £22,000. 
The main funding will be obtained from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Parochial 
Church Council and the Salisbury Diocese but it is envisaged that some fund raising 
will be required in the village. Cllr Giles confirmed she would mention the project at
the next Hey Day Committee meeting in respect of possible funding. Cllr Jespersen 
mentioned that the Parish Council Welcome Day may be an opportunity for the Bell 
Ringers to seek new members. It was confirmed that although new members, 
particularly younger members are welcome the group are not focusing on 
recruitment until the new lighter more manageable bells are in place. 
In relation to the Village Survey results which were discussed at the last Parish 
Council meeting, it was requested that the COCCL name is removed from section 
listing groups which use the Community Centre, as they do not.

Footpaths
The Chairman invited the Footpaths Officer to speak and the following report was 
given. The Rangers fitted four new gates before Christmas and these have been 
welcomed. The footpaths themselves are not in the best condition being very muddy
due to the weather conditions, but there are many which are still suitable to walk.
There has been talk of renewing the two bridges are Bere Marsh Farm but on further
investigation the improvements would be too expensive. The abutments on the large
concrete bridge which goes across The Stour will be repaired and also the step on 
the smaller bridge.
In relation to replacing stiles with gates near Bere Marsh Farm; permission has not 
been granted by the landowner at this time.
The Footpaths Officer has notified the Rangers of some wooden parts of the Wilson 
Haines Bridge which need attention.

Trees
(a)The following tree work applications had been considered out of committee and 
the decision forwarded to the District Council:-
(i)Planning Application 2/2017/0042/CATREE T1 Oak – remove top 4-5m. Walnut 
Croft, Rectory Lane, Child Okeford. No objection
(ii)Planning Application 2/2017/0043/CATREE T1 Magnolia – reduce height and 
spread. The Old School, High Street, Child Okeford. No objection
(b)The following new tree work applications were considered:-
(i)Planning Application 2/2017/0112/CATREE T1 Laurel – reduce. T2 Leylandii – 
fell. Little Bartley, Upper Street, Child Okeford. It was proposed by Cllr Giles 
seconded by Cllr Blake and
RESOLVED: that there is no objection to this application.
(ii)Planning Application 2/2017/0113/CATREE T1 Holly – cut back. T2 Elder – 
fell. Rollivers, 1 Upper Street, Child Okeford. It was proposed by Cllr Giles, 
seconded by Cllr Jespersen and 
RESOLVED: that there is no objection to this application.
(iii)Planning Application 2/2017/0195/CATREE T1 Larch – shorten. T2 Leyland 
Cypress – remove branch. T3 Thuja – fell. T4 Sycamore – remove branch. Wulfruna
Cottage, The Cross, Child Okeford DT11 8ED. It was proposed by Cllr Giles, 
seconded by Cllr Smith and
RESOLVED: that there is no objection to this application.
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(c) Cllr Jespersen reported that there has been some correspondence regarding the 
number of tree works taking place at the “Joiners” property. The Tree Officer was 
contacted and made a site visit. It was confirmed that all the tree work that has taken
place has been granted permission. The Tree Officer feels that there is still a 
significant amount of tree covering on this site.

P  lanning  
(a) The following decisions were received:-
(i)Planning Application 2/2016/1794/HOUSE  Erect two storey extension and raise 
roof to create additional accommodation – 1 Knotts Close, Child Okeford. 
APPROVED.
(b) There were no new planning applications.

Finance
(a)Members had previously been circulated with the cheque schedule. The Chairman
read out the entries for payment. It was proposed by Cllr Rudd seconded by Cllr 
Giles and
RESOLVED: that the cheque schedule be agreed.
(b)Members had previously been circulated with copy bank statement, current 
budget figures and monthly accounts. The Clerk took any questions. It was proposed
by Cllr Rudd seconded by Cllr Baird and
RESOLVED: that the monthly reconciliation of accounts be agreed.

Highways
Members had previously received a copy letter from SSE Enterprise. In partnership 
with Dorset County Council, SSE Contracting Ltd will be returning to Child 
Okeford to complete phase 2 of the street lighting replacement. Dorset County 
Council has identified lights which have reached the end of their life and it is these 
that will be replaced by more energy efficient lighting, utilising modern LED lights. 
The roads affected will be Allen Close and Portman Drive. All enquiries should be 
addressed in the first instance to martyn.dancer@ssecontracting.com.  Cllr Jespersen
reported that if residents wish to see how the new LED lights look, they are already 
in place in Homefield.

Great British Spring Clean
The annual litter-pick in Child Okeford has been arranged in conjunction with the 
Great British Spring Clean and will take place on Saturday 4th March 2017 at 10am. 
The Clerk confirmed that she will forward the necessary risk assessment form to the 
Local Authority in accordance with Health and Safety regulations. The Clerk 
handed over some posters to be displayed notifying road users of the litter-pick 
taking place.

SACCC Open Day
This matter will be discussed at the meeting of the Trustees of the Playing Field.

The Hill 50  th   Anniversary  
Cllr Jespersen had previously notified Members that this year is the 50th Anniversary
of The Hill magazine. It was planned to publish a Jubilee Issue and also an 
Anniversary event on 26th November 2017 in the Village Hall, and the Editors had 
asked whether this event could be combined with the Parish Council Welcome Day, 
which is held every couple of years. However, at the meeting Cllr Jespersen 
reported that all the plans are currently on hold. 
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It was proposed by Cllr Jespersen, seconded by Cllr Rudd and
RESOLVED: that the Clerk write to the Editors of The Hill confirming that 
the Parish Council wish to help with any 50th Anniversary event planned.

Correspondence and Information
Citizens Advice North Dorset sent a thank you letter for the grant of £350.00 they 
received from the Parish Council.
Wendy Addley has confirmed she will organise the Parish Council entry into the 
Best Kept Village Competition.
A letter was received from Simon Hoare MP confirming that the Government have 
decided there will be no capping of precepts for Town and Parish Council.
The TV production team Ricochet are looking for beloved or interesting items 
which are in need of repair for a new television show “The Repair Shop”.  A poster 
is on the notice board giving details. If you have something to put forward you can 
ring 01273 224829 or email repair@richochet.co.uk 
The DAPTC have informed us that the successful Councils to attend this year’s 
Royal Garden Party are Gillingham Town Council and Buckland Newton Parish 
Council.

Matters of Interest
Cllr Chetwode reported that with regard to promoting safety online, the Police 
currently fund a Cyber Security initiative and will visit the village to give a 
presentation if required. Cllr Chetwode is meeting with the Police on the 2nd March 
2017 and will report back to the next Parish Council meeting.
Cllr Blake noted the increasing number of pot holes in the village. All residents are 
encouraged to go to the “dorsetforyou” website to report these.
Cllr Smith reported that there has been a delay getting the lettering for the next 
fingerpost due to illness. Cllr Smith also made a request that the fingerposts are not 
used as notice boards, as the nails being used to put up the posters are damaging the 
posts.
Cllr Jespersen asked that as there will be a change of Clerk, can everyone make a 
note that the Welcome Day will need to be discussed at the July Parish meeting, as 
there is no meeting in August. Cllr Jespersen also asked if there was any news on the
railing at The Cross. Cllr Blake responded that he was still seeking quotations. Other
Councillors will provide Cllr Blake with the names of possible contractors to 
contact.
Cllr Holdeman asked whether Cllr Rudd had contacted Mr Corbett regarding putting
the Fields in Trust Plaque in place. There was a misunderstanding as Cllr Rudd was 
waiting for Mr Corbett to collect it.  Cllr Holdeman also reported that villagers are 
commenting that the Community Centre car park is looking very untidy, never swept
and asked whether the groundsman could be contacted regarding this. There was 
some question as to whether this is in the tender agreement, which the Clerk will 
check. Cllr Holdeman also reported that some of the guttering and a downpipe at the
Community Centre is coming down and the low wall at the back of the property. It 
was agreed that the Clerk will notify the problems to the Chairman of the 
Community Centre Committee.
Cllr Giles reminded Members there is an event at the Village Hall on Friday 
10th February 2017, to promote the Hey Day and recruit volunteers.
Cllr Baird showed everyone the new sign to go on the refurbished notice board at 
Millbrook Close, which everyone liked. Cllr Blake volunteered to attach the sign to 
the notice board.
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Cllr Rudd, in the absence of Cllr Hepburn confirmed that Cllr Hepburn’s report on 
the Traffic Calming project had been circulated to all Members and this will be 
discussed at the next meeting. Cllr Rudd also mentioned the pot holes.
The meeting closed at 7.55pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD on MONDAY 6th MARCH 2017
at 7pm in the Community Centre

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at pm

Signed...........................................................................  Date................................................
           (Presiding Chairman)

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to 
that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
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