
CHILD OKEFORD PARISH COUNCIL

An ordinary meeting of this Parish Council was held on Monday 9th January 2017 in the 
Community Centre at 7pm

193.17 Attendance and Apologies for absence
Cllrs Baird, Blake, Chetwode, Giles, Holdeman, Jespersen, Rudd and Smith were in 
attendance, together with the Clerk and five members of the public. 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hepburn and the Footpaths Officer.

194 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Jespersen declared a pecuniary interest in Item 200 Trees. The application for 
tree works relates to Cllr Jespersen’s property.

195 Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on the 5th December 2016 having been previously 
circulated, were signed as a true record.

196 To discuss matters arising from previous Minutes
There were no matters arising.

197 Councillors Reports
The Report to Parish Councils from District Councillors had previously been 
circulated to all Members. Cllr Jespersen reported that the Local Government 
reorganisation has taken a step further and now all nine individual Councils in 
Dorset will make a decision on a Unitary Council. If the vote is in favour the matter 
will be considered by Parliament.
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Public Participation
The Chairman invited the public to speak.
 It was announced that a new football team has been formed under the name of the 
Child Okeford Football Club. The team is an adult team and will be part of the 
Blackmore Vale Football League and play on Sunday mornings. The Club are 
looking for new members and details will be put in The Hill magazine and on the 
Parish Council website. Discussion took place regarding a logo for the Club and it 
was suggested that the School, The Ark and the Church are approached with regard 
to the existing ship symbol. It was reported that there will be a cost of approximately
£500 plus a deposit to join the League to cover registration and insurance etc. The 
Chairman advised that the Club submit a grant application to the Parish Council for 
consideration.
With reference to the Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting where it was 
reported a grant has been given to the CAB, it was noted that COCCL have also 
supported the CAB with a grant of £100.

Footpaths
In the absence of the Footpaths Officer, there was no report.

Trees
Cllr Jespersen explained that the trees at her property require trimming as they are 
growing around the electricity cables. Cllr Jespersen left the room.
The following new tree works application was considered:-
(i)Planning Application 2/2017/0012/CATREE T1 Holly reduce, T2 Rowan reduce, 
T3 Holly reduce at 3 The Hollow, Child Okeford. It was proposed by Cllr Smith 
seconded by Cllr Giles and
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RESOLVED: that there is no objection to this application.
Cllr Jespersen returned to the meeting.

P  lanning  
(a)The following application had been considered out of committee and the decision
forwarded to the Planning Authority:-
(i)Planning Application 2/2016/1794/HOUSE Erect two storey extension and raise 
roof to create additional accommodation – 1 Knotts Close, Child Okeford. No 
objection.
(b)The following decisions had been received:-
(i)Planning Application 2/2015/1771/FUL Change of use and conversion of building
from Storage (Class B8) to Assembly and Leisure (Class D2) and Restaurant (Class 
A3) – land adjacent Beehive Self Storage, Gold Hill Business Park, Gold Hill, Child
Okeford. WITHDRAWN.
(ii)Planning Application2/2016/1613/HOUSE Erect two storey side extension – 28 
Greenway, Child Okeford. APPROVED.
(c)There were no new planning applications.

Finance
(a)Members had previously been circulated with the cheque schedule. There was 
one additional invoice. The Chairman read out the entries for payment. It was 
proposed by Cllr Blake seconded by Cllr Rudd and
RESOLVED: that the revised cheque schedule be agreed.
(b)Members had previously been circulated with copy bank statement, current 
budget figures and monthly accounts. The Clerk took any questions. It was proposed
by Cllr Rudd seconded by Cllr Chetwode and
RESOLVED: that the monthly reconciliation of accounts be agreed.
(c)Members had previously received a copy of the final budget figures for approval. 
It was proposed by Cllr Rudd, seconded by Cllr Baird and
RESOLVED: that the Budget for 2017/2018 be approved.
(d)North Dorset District Council had requested notification of the estimate of 
expenditure for 2017/2018. It was proposed by Cllr Rudd, seconded by Cllr 
Jespersen and
RESOLVED: that the precept figure of £19,000 is requested from North Dorset
District Council.
(e)Two quotations for carrying out an Internal Audit of accounts had previously 
been circulated to the Members. These were discussed. It was proposed by Cllr 
Rudd, seconded by Cllr Smith and
RESOLVED: that Mrs Rosie Darkin-Miller is appointed as the Internal 
Auditor.

SACCC
The results of the village survey had previously been circulated to Members. Cllr 
Rudd presented a summary of the findings. Around 20% of households responded to
survey and the Chairman expressed how positive the feedback had been, with a clear
mandate for change. The SACCC are currently in the process of discussing the 
options with the many existing users. There is a clear wish for the facilities to be 
upgraded and to include more family orientated amenities, with such suggestions as 
picnic areas, a veranda, a covered area, marquee, music system, areas for pram/bike 
parking all with a view to encourage more family involvement. External access to 
toilets and changing facilities allowing more use of the recreation ground when the 
building is closed was also suggested, together with maximising the use of the 
whole area by incorporating an obstacle course around the football pitch. In 
summary, there is a wish for change and improvement, but more people are in 
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favour of a sports pavilion rather than a sports centre.
In response to the results of this survey the SACCC will be holding an Open Day to 
share and discuss the ideas with other village facilities. The date will be advertised 
in due course. Following the Open Day a feasibility study will be carried out to 
develop the ideas into a project.
The Chairman thanked everyone that took part in the survey.

Playing Fields & Community Centre
The Chairman explained that following recent discussions with Fields in Trust it is 
necessary to formalise the structure between Fields in Trust, the Parish Council and 
the Community Centre Charity. A Lease exists between the Parish Council and the 
Playing Field Association, together with registration of the land at the Land 
Registry. The Child Okeford Parish Council through a Deed of Dedication with the 
National Playing Fields Association is the Trust Body for the playing fields. This 
Charity was set up in 2011 but does not require registration with the Charity 
Commission because the income does not exceed the permitted limit. Cllr Jespersen 
read an extract from the Deed of Dedication, Item 4 “The Council.. declares that it 
shall henceforth hold the Property on charitable trust in perpetuity to permit the 
same to be used for charitable purposes for the public benefit as a public playing 
field and recreation ground...” It was confirmed that this includes the recreation 
ground, the playing field, the Community Centre and the sheds. Cllr Rudd explained
that the structure for the administration of the playing fields must be addressed.
It was commented that during the election process of new Councillors, there was no 
mention that the position of Parish Councillor also involved the responsibility of 
being a Trustee. This was noted. Following some discussion it was proposed by Cllr 
Rudd, seconded by Cllr Smith and 
RESOLVED: that the first Trustee meeting of the Playing Fields will be held 
after the next Parish Council meeting on Monday 6th February 2017.

Highways
Cllr Holdeman requested that consideration is given to dropping the curb at  the 
following locations for members of the public using wheelchairs and pushchairs:-
Homefield, Greenway, Jacobs Ladder, Knotts Close, Millbrook Close, Aplands 
Close, Melway Gardens, Nutmead. It was proposed by Cllr Holdeman, seconded by 
Cllr Rudd and
RESOLVED: that the Clerk write to the Highways Department requesting they
investigate the possibility of dropping the curb at the various locations.

The Great British Spring Clean
Correspondence had been received from a member of the public suggesting that the 
Parish Council may like to participate in the Nationwide Great British Spring Clean 
to take place from 3rd – 5th March 2017. The Parish Council already hold a litter-pick
in the village once a year but consideration was given to combining this with the 
Spring Clean. The Parish Council litter-pick is usually held at the end of April 
following the St George’s gathering and before the judging of the Best Kept Village 
Competition and it was thought March may be a little early. Cllr Smith asked 
whether the Parish Council should purchase their own equipment but some 
Members said that they have sufficient supplies to give out.  Cllr Smith also asked 
about the Insurance required. The Clerk confirmed that Insurance is not a problem 
as long as a Risk Assessment is carried out. A copy of the Risk Assessment must be 
sent to the District Council. Further discussion took place regarding the weekend of 
the National event. It was proposed by Cllr Rudd, seconded by Cllr Giles and
RESOLVED: (i) the Parish Council litter-pick will take place on Saturday 4th 
March 2017 to combine with the Great British Spring Clean
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(ii)Villagers wishing to participate should meet at The Cross at 10am and 
following the litter-pick, everyone is invited to the Coffee Morning taking place 
at the Village Hall, courtesy of the Parish Council.

Calendar of Meetings
Members had previously been circulated with the proposed Parish Council meeting 
dates for next year. It was confirmed that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 
the Village Hall, if this is available. If the Hall is not available the Meeting will be 
held at the Community Centre.
It was proposed by Cllr Rudd, seconded by Cllr Giles and
RESOLVED: that the proposed dates are accepted and will be circulated.

Correspondence and Information
The DAPTC have notified the Parish Council that four places have been allocated to
Dorset for Chairman of Parish Councils or Town Mayors to attend the Royal Garden
Party, to be held on Tuesday 16th May 2017. Nominations must be received by 1st 
February 2017. The matter was discussed. It was proposed by Cllr Jespersen, 
seconded by Cllr Rudd and 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Giles is nominated.

Matters of Interest
Cllr Holdeman reported that some of the potholes in Haywards Lane have been 
repaired.
Cllr Baird reported that the name plate has been delayed but should be arriving on 
18th January 2017.

The meeting to the public closed at 8.20pm
In accordance with Standing Order 3(d) The public were asked to leave the meeting 
as the last item was a confidential staff matter.

Staff Matters
The Chairman confirmed that he had received notification from the Clerk to 
terminate her employment with the Parish Council for personal reasons, and was sad
to accept the same. The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her hard work as she had 
been an asset to the Parish Council. Some discussion took place regarding the 
placing of an advertisement, job description, interview panel and dates etc. It was 
proposed by Cllr Blake, seconded by Cllr Smith and
RESOLVED: that the interview panel will be Cllrs Giles, Jespersen and Rudd
who will prepare the necessary paperwork.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD on MONDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2017
at 7pm in the Community Centre

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signed...........................................................................  Date................................................
           (Presiding Chairman)

Please note that the foregoing do not become minutes until approved by Council and signed to 
that effect by the Presiding Chairman at the next meeting.
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