
CHILD OKEFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Child Okeford Parish Council held on 6th. JANUARY
 2020 at the Community Centre, Station Road, Child Okeford DT11 8EL at 7.00pm

Present
Cllr. Mary Giles (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. Kirsty Baird, Cllr. Karen Knapton, Cllr. Sylvia Holdeman, 
Cllr. Mark Kerridge, Cllr. Leo Tandoh and Cllr. Tim Cotton

In Attendance:       Parish Clerk – Mal Derricott
1 Member of the public were present

Apologies were received from:   Cllr. Robert Smith

 Declarations of Interest in any Matter on the Agenda – None

19/90 To Elect a Chairman of the Council
The Council ELECTED Councillors Kirsty Baird and Karen Knapton as Co-Chairmen of 

the Council for the next 2 – 3 months

19/91 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on 9th, DECEMBER 2019

The Council RESOLVED approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th. December 2019, 
subject to an amendment to Min. No. 19/80 – Damage was to the ‘old people’s crossing’ sign 
not the 20mph sign.

19/92 To Discuss Matters Arising from the previous Minutes
There were no Matters Arising.

 19/93 Dorset Councillor’s Report
Not received yet.

19/94 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Celia Ebdon    Re: Speedwatch Matters – See attached notes on pages 183 & 184
ACTION
The Council agreed that a letter is sent to Dorset Council Highways to request more distinctive
20mph signing, in particular the replacement of the small signs with larger signs as it has been
reported that several drivers have stated they did not notice the  20mph signs.  The Council also
noted its concern that Haywards Lane outside the school is 30mph and it was generally agreed
that it should be 20mph. Also, it was agreed to request additional road roundel markings in The
Hollow in both directions and outside The Old Post Office and a larger sign on entering the
20mph area in both directions.

19/95 Footpaths and Tree Matters
Alan Blundell Reported on Footpath Matters
In the absence of Alan Blundell, the Chairman read out Alan’s notes as follows:
The Rangers have been contacted and Alan has arranged to meet with Stuart Caldwell to 
discuss the possibility of extending the Service Level Agreement (SLA) to include 2 more 
footpaths. I will show him the poor state of footpath 12 next to the cattle enclosure.
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I intend to apply to a local landowner for permission to change up to 3 stiles for gates. The 
council approved this.

19/96 Planning Matters
a) Dorset Council Decisions on planning applications:   None

b) Planning Applications

 2/2019/1598/HOUSE Chalk Pit Farm, Sandy Lane

Single storey extension

PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: No Objection

 2/2019/1674 Fernhayes, Duck Street, DT11 8ET

Erect 1 first floor extension. 1 single storey extension, to include conversion & 
replacement garage. 

PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: No Objection

 2/2019/1719/HOUSE 3 Knotts Close, Child Okeford, DT11 8ES

Extend roof to install dormer windows, install rooflights and bring porch into main 
dwelling by cement block and render wall. (Demolish conservatory and chimney).

PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: No Objection

 2/2019/1590/FUL Holdway House, Shaftesbury Rd, DT11 8EQ

Erect 2 No. dwellings - Amended plans 

PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: No Objection 

c) Planning Appeals:  None received

d) Consultations:  None received

e) Appointment of a Representative to Attend the Dorset Local Plan Workshop at 
Dorchester on 3rd. February 2020

The Council appointed Cllr. Mark Kerridge to attend the above workshop on its behalf 
and bring a report to the meeting of the council in March 2020.

19/97 Finance, Accounting and Administration Matters 

a. Approval the Schedule of Payments 
The Council RESOLVED Approval of the Payments schedule and total amount of
£555.75  as attached on page 185 .
Proposed: Cllr. Leo Tandoh Seconded: Cllr. Karen Knapton

b. The statement of accounts to 30.11.2019 was reviewed and approved – See
 attached on page 186 .
.Proposed:     Cllr. Mary Giles           Seconded:  Cllr. Kirsty Baird
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c. Review of the Standing Orders
The Council APPROVED adoption of the NALC 2018 Model Standing Orders, 
subject to some slight adjustments for this council’s organisation.

d. Appointment of a Representative for the Dorset Association of Parish and 
Town Councils (DAPTC)
The Council appointed Cllr. Karen Knapton to be the Council’s representative at the 
DAPTC.

19/98 Update on Highways Matters – See Public Participation

19/99 Consideration of a Village Plan – Follow Up  

Refer to February Meeting  – It was agreed that the council should invite Dorset Councillor
Sherry Jespersen to the meeting for her excellent knowledge,  background view and advice.
This matter to be raised in the Public Participation item on the agenda.

19/100 Welcome to the Village Event – This was deferred to the Meeting in February

19/101 To Report on Consultations - None

19/102 Correspondence and Information
DAPTC – Invitation to Buckingham Palace Garden Party  
The Council NOMINATED Cllr. Sylvia Holdeman to be recommended for a place at the 
2020 Buckingham Palace Garden Party.  Councillor Holdeman has served 41 years on 
Child Okeford Parish Council and has been Chairman for 10 years.

19/103 Matters of Interest

 Councillor Karen Knapton – Reported that the footpath between Netmead Lane to Legal 
Lane is almost impassable and is a well-used footpath and is a safer route to school.
The Clerk was requested to contact the footpaths officer, Alan Blundell, to establish if 
there is there a commitment to have this path surfaced by next winter.

 Councillor Kirsty Baird – The Hollow – Urgently needs re-surfacing and is being further 
undermined by the wet weather – The Clerk was requested to contact Dorset Highways

 Councillor Tim Cotton – Re: Damage to the paving stones by the bench at the Cross – 
The Clerk was requested to investigate who repaired it last time and ask the contractor 
to have a look and let the council know the cost to repair the damage or make a 
suggestion for another alternative to prevent damage at this area.

 Councillor Sylvia Holdeman – Reported that Haywards Lane by the school there is still 
water pouring out of the drain which has been fractured. Councillor Holdeman will 
contact Dorset Highways again.

 It was reported that Mr. Giles (local resident) reported potholes in Duck Street and they 
were repaired within 48 hours.
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The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 3rd. February 2020

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.00pm.

Signed   ...........................................................       Dated  ................................................
Chairman of the Council

Please note that these minutes are draft minutes until approved by Council and signed 

at the next meeting of the Parish Council

SPEEDWATCH 

Notes for PC meeting 6  th   January 2020 re. further request for additional signage   
in village centre

After stepping down, the High St. team asked me to pursue improved signage in
the High St. and The Hollow.  Unfortunately, we (CSW) can’t monitor going up the
High St. due to distance from change of speed limit restrictions, but we regularly
report drivers going well over 25 mph coming down from The Cross, and in both
directions past the Village Hall.

In September 2018, Martin Rudd (then Chairman of the Parish Council),  Julian
Leigh (then leader of the High St.  team) and I  (CSW Coordinator)  had a walk-
through with 3 Dorset  County Council  Highways  representatives when various
improvements were discussed.  I  refer to the Minutes of the October 2018 PC
meeting, where Martin has reported several things Highways agreed to do at the
time, but his final paragraph says:

The Council takes the position that it will assess the impact of the above measures and the deployment
of the Speed Indicator Device (SID) on the speed and traffic in and around the village before undertaking
any further work discussed or other options available. In this way the council hopes to take effective,
holistic and measured action regarding the concerning issue of traffic speed in Child Okeford. 

During this  walk-through,  Highways  did  mention the  possibility  of  painting  20
roundels on the roads at some point in the future.

In  the  High  St.,  from the  20  m.p.h.  sign  just  above  Station  Rd.  there  are  no
reminders  up  to  The  Cross  on  either  side.   The  repeater  20  roundel  by  the
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signpost opp. the pub is too small to be noticed among all the other distractions
in that area.  However, coming down from The Cross, the first sign drivers see is
the 30 roundel (roughly by Poppies) – it’s a full size one informing of the change
from 20 back to 30 but people don’t realise that, just see 30 and think that’s the
limit.

From The Cross to the Village Hall there is a repeater roundel just before Portman
Drive, which again isn’t very noticeable, and we regularly report drivers coming
down the hill too fast, plus going up the hill too fast from the VH even when the
SID  is  flashing  over  25  at  them!   Since  the  SID  being  deployed,  we  haven’t
recorded a significant drop in offenders at that location.

We therefore think that 20 roundels now need to be painted on the roads – on
the slope of The Hollow and roughly half-way up the High St., near the old Post
Office, in both directions.  Even our Police boss who was with us about 5/6 weeks
ago outside the VH independently suggested a roundel on the road which would
be at eye level as people are going up the hill.

Can  a  letter  please  be  written  to  Highways,  requesting  the  painting  of  the
roundels and/or a site meeting to discuss, which I am of course willing to attend
(presumably with a Parish Councillor also present)?

Celia Ebdon
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