
CHILD OKEFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Child Okeford Parish Council held on 06th. JULY
 2020 by Zoom video conferencing at 7.00pm

Present
Cllr. Mary Giles (Chairman), Cllr. Kirsty Baird (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. Karen Knapton, (Vice-
Chairman), Cllr. Tim Cotton, Cllr. Mark Kerridge, and Cllr. Robert Smith 

In Attendance:       
Acting Parish Clerk – Catherine Hubbard

  Philippa Tandoh
20 Members of the public were present

Apologies were received from:   Cllr Sylvia Holdeman
Alan Blundell – Footpaths Officer 

Declarations of Interest in any Matter on the Agenda – Cllr. Karen Knapton declared an 
interest with the Beehive planning Application for the meeting.

20/15 Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11th. 
May 2020
It was noted that Cllr. Tim Cotton was not included as being present at the meeting held 
on 11th May but was present and Cllr. Sylvia Holdeman was marked as being present 
but was not.

The Council RESOLVED to approve the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 13th. 
MAY 2019.
Proposed:  Cllr. Mary Giles              Seconded:  Cllr. Bob Smith

20/16 To Discuss Matter Arising from the previous Minutes
Cllr. Mary Giles will step off the planning committee and Cllr. Tim Cotton will step on in 
place.

20/17 Dorset Councillor’s Report  

As we move towards the gradual easing of  lockdown the focus at Dorset Council is 
shifting from managing the crisis to planning for the future - restoring services, rebuilding
the Dorset economy and looking after the health and wellbeing of residents as we 
emerge from the relative safety of our homes and gardens, into the wider world.

The Dorset Economy

During June Dorset Council distributed over £100m in grants to support local 
businesses. Dorset was given the 5th largest sum in the UK to distribute and it is a 
massive achievement by the small team of Officers, that this work was completed well 
before some of our neighbouring authorities. A further £6m of discretionary grants has 
been made available and the Council continues to lobby and bid for further funding.    
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As more pubs, cafes and restaurants open from the 4th July, the government has issued 
guidance for social distancing and additional seating areas. Dorset Highways, 
Environmental Health, Licencing and Planning Enforcement are working with Town 
Councils and the Police, to introduce temporary relaxations to restrictions on the use of 
shared public space, and the issuing of sitting out licences, balancing the needs of 
business and residents. The impact of these measures will be closely monitored, and 
social distancing must still be observed.  

Highways

Temporary pavement widening, pedestrianisation and one-way schemes have been 
introduced in towns to facilitate social distancing and queuing for newly re-opened 
shops. The Council will be bidding for funding for more long-term schemes including 
“green re-set” proposals. In the meantime, work continues on maintaining local roads, 
including planned resurfacing. There will be road closures in Hanford, Child Okeford and
Blandford St Mary during July.

Outbreak Control Plan

We all hope we will not experience a “second spike” and there will be no requirement for 
a local lockdown, but Dorset Council is required to prepare an Outbreak Control Plan 
which outlines how it will work with communities and partners to manage such an 
eventuality. The NHS Test and Trace system will be a central part of this, and Officers in
Public Health are being vigilant looking for the signs of increased cases locally.   

Summer in Dorset

Dorset Council is co-ordinating a programme of activities for young people, many of 
whom have been out of school for months. Working with the Outdoor Activity Centres 
and voluntary services the programme will offer play, sport and creative activities. 

County Lines

On a less uplifting note, Dorset Council is working with Dorset Police responding to 
increased anti- social behaviour and, in particular, activity around county lines. 
Residents are urged to be on the look out for signs of increased county lines activity and
report concerns to the police. Do not be reluctant to “trouble” the police – other crime is 
down, and this is a good opportunity to disrupt county lines networks. Look out for 
unusual behaviour such as youngsters with more cash than usual, unknown vehicles or 
taxis taking young people.

Council Finances

The impact of Coronavirus on the council’s budget has been widely publicised. We are 
not alone in this, of course, and in fact Dorset entered the pandemic in reasonable order.
The final picture will not be known for a while, but we are currently anticipating a revenue
budget shortfall in the order of £38.9m. We continue to lobby central government for 
further reimbursement of the Covid related expenditure, but much of the shortfall will 
have to be met from reserves. There is now a high level of uncertainty over the capital 
expenditure plan for this year. 
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Keeping in Touch

As always, there is a mass if useful information on the Dorset Council website. Council 
meetings, now all virtual, are live streamed and recorded for the general public to view 
and agendas and the Cabinet Forward Plan are published in accordance with the 
regulations. And if that is not enough to fill your day, I am always available to offer any 
further help and advice you may need. 

20/18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Several members of the public expressed concern and objections to the proposed 
development by Leaperland these comments were noted by the council

Alan Blundell – Footpaths Officer would like to ask the Council to approach the 
owners of Two Ways in the Hollow and request that they cut their very long and 
overgrown hedge which is overhanging the public footpath. The previous owner always 
kept it very tidy, but now it has been neglected.

ACTION: Cllr Kirsty Baird will speak to the owners of the hedge.

20/19 Footpaths and Tree Matters
The Rangers have recently done a brilliant job in clearing all our SLA footpaths. 
The Council would like to ask Alan Blundell the thank the Rangers on its behalf for
all the work they have done.

An enquiry was made to the council to raise the issue of the recently adopted foot path 
that traverses from Legal Lane to Netmead, specifically the section behind Netmead 
Close. The footpath is unusable for a good 3 months of the year and with recent 
planning applications. 
ACTION: To confirm with Alan Blundell that he is looking at the matter and to put 
it on the Agenda for the next meeting.

20/20 Planning Matters
a) Decisions on planning applications:   

2020/0083  2 Markstone Cottages, Duck Street, Child Okeford, DT11 8ET
Erect single storey flat roof extension with a roof light and open porch pitched roof to 
existing studio.
PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: OBJECTION
DORSET COUNCIL OBSERVATION: APPROVE

2/2020/0317/HOUSE  Mulberry Cottage, Gold Hill, Child Okeford, DT11 8HF
Erect 2 No. single storey extensions (demolish existing conservatory).
PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: NO OBJECTION
DORSET COUNCIL OBSERVATION: APPROVE

2/2020/0200/FUL  Chisel Farm House, Little Hanford, Child Okeford, DT11 8HH
Demolish existing farm buildings, erect 2 No. dwellings, storage barn and heat pump 
enclosure. Retain 4 No. parking spaces.
PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: NO OBJECTION
DORSET COUNCIL OBSERVATION: APPROVE

2/2020/0386/HOUSE  3 Melway Lane, Child Okeford, DT11 8EW
Erection of single storey extension and replacement of existing flat roof with pitched roof

213



PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: NO OBJECTION
DORSET COUNCIL OBSERVATION: APPROVE

2/2020/0326/FUL  Hambledon Hill Farm, Unit 2, New Field Lane, Shroton, DT11 8QR
Demolition of 2no. existing light industrial buildings (use Class B2) and erection of a 
dwelling (revised scheme)
PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: OBJECTION
DORSET COUNCIL OBSERVATION: APPROVE

2/2020/0836/DOC Sedum House The Hollow Child Okeford DT11 8EX
Discharge of Condition No. 7 - AC05*; following grant of Planning Permission 
2/2012/0087/PLNG.
Status Determined

b) Planning applications:  

2/2020/0749/OUT Land East of Gold Hill Business Park, Lower Common Road, 
Child Okeford, Dorset

Develop land by the erection up to 65 No. dwellings (custom and self-build homes 
(plots)) including a 40% provision of affordable housing; form vehicular access, public 
open space with play space and landscaping. (Outline application to determine access).

PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION: UNANIMOUSLY OBJECT
The Council will apply for an extension to have time to formulate a response, particularly 
as the website was at fault. Various documents from Leaperland were not available on 
the website until much later on in the planning application. The Council will also apply for
an extension for the public to respond as it was not possible to view the documents 
properly.

Cllr. Mary Giles advised the public to make sure they submit their individual comments to
the planning application as soon as possible and not to rely on the Council’s request for 
an extension as this may not necessarily be granted.

Proposed: Cllr Bob Smith Seconded: Cllr. Mark Kerridge

Temporary Tree Preservation order TPO-643-2020 -
Land East Of Gold Hill Business Park, Lower Common Road, Child Okeford,Dorset
Following receipt of an outline planning application reference 2/2020/0749/OUT an 
assessment was undertaken of the trees which are considered important visually and 
therefore their long-term protection and retention is sought. Please note that due to 
Covid-19 restrictions a site visit has not been undertaken however this Tree Preservation
Order is provisional in nature and may be amended to include only the best specimens 
at a later date.

2/2020/0659/HOUSE 3 Melway Lane, Child Okeford, DT11 8EW
Erect single storey rear extension

PARISH COUNCIL OBSERVATION:  No Objection
Proposed: Cllr Bob Smith Seconded: Cllr. Mark Kerridge

c) Planning Appeals:  None
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d) Consultations:  None

20/21 Finance, Accounting and Administration Matters 

a. Approval the Schedule of Payments (To be circulated the meeting) 
The Council RESOLVED Approval of the Payments schedule and total amount of
£ 1100.64 as attached on page: 217.
Proposed:   Cllr. Bob Smith                       Seconded:   Cllr. Karen Knapton

b. To Approve the Statement of Accounts to 30th. June 2020 The statement of 
accounts to 30.06.2019 was reviewed and approved - See attached on pg. 218
Proposed:   Cllr. Bob Smith                        Seconded:  Cllr. Kirsty Baird

c. To Consider the Financial Risk Assessment
The Council agreed the accounts are looking in good shape.

20/22 Update on Highways Matters 

Application from BT to close Duck Street, Child Okeford from Markstone Cottages to a 
point approximately 200 metres to the south east. The closure has been requested to 
give BT a safe working area to carry out pole testing. These works are programmed to 
commence from 09:30, 23rd July 2020 until 15:30, 23rd July 2020.

Cllr Bob Smith informed the Council that resurfacing work is due to take place in July 
between Duck Street and the Steepleton Bends and that potholes in the hight street 
have been marked for filling.

Cllr Karen Knapton asked if there had been any information received regarding further 
20 mile per hour road markings for the high street.

ACTION: Clerk to follow up

20/23 To Report on Consultations - None

20/24 Correspondence and Information

Pat Soward from the Royal British Legion has ordered a poppy wreath for the Parish Council. 
Whether or not it will be permitted to hold a Remembrance Sunday service she will ensure that 
wreaths are laid with due reverence either on Remembrance Sunday morning or on Armistice 
Day.

20/25 Matters of Interest
a) Cllr Karen Knapton advised the Council that the bench at Oliver’s Mead is badly 

damaged through age and it should be looked at in order to repair or replace it.
In light of what happened at the start of the summer by the trailway, should a 
height restricted barrier be installed at the recreation car park, as it is a large 
area that could be taken over very quickly. 
ACTION: Cllr Karen Kapton will look into it further.

b) Cllr Bob Smith advised that the broken bench at Oliver’s Mead should be 
removed quickly as it could be dangerous. 
ACTION: The clerk was asked to ask Cllr Sylvia Holdeman of the history 
and ownership of the bench.
Cllr Bob Smith confirmed that the resurfacing of Duck Street will take place from 
24th July – 27th July between 9am-3.30pm
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c) The Parish Council thanked Mal Derricott and Catherine Hubbard for the help 
with Clerk duties and welcomed Philippa Tandoh as the new Clerk who will be 
leading through to the next Parish Council meeting.

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 7th.  September 2020

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.04pm.

Signed   ...........................................................       Dated  ................................................
Chairman of the Council

Please note that these minutes are draft minutes until approved by Council and signed 

at the next meeting of the Parish Council
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