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ALEC ANGELL 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 
EXTERIOR and INTERIOR 

Work done with Care and Pride 
Estimates free 

Contact 01258-860812 or 0788 1911434 
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Middle Farm, Manston, Sturminster 
Newton, Dorset, DT10 1EX 

Farm Fresh Pasteurised Milk  

We are Open 7 days a week 7am-7pm 

Contact us on 01258 472425 / 
07850389294 

Also sold in the Cross Stores 
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Paul Corbett 
“Your Local Handyman” 

!

Guttering (cleared or replaced) 
•UPVC fascias and soffits 
•Patios 
•Fencing 
•Property maintenance 
•Small building works 
•Repointing 
!

Telephone: 
07960 712778 
01258 860804!

Any job considered 
!

/!
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RECTOR’S RAMBLINGS 

As churches across this benefice we have a wide range of services on offer. There are strengths to 
this in that everyone can find a service in the month that particularly appeals to them but there are 
also weaknesses as people may start to cherry pick and only attend the service that appeals to them 
and we lose a sense of a church community. 

Think of our service schedule as like a selection of different events.  

A Family Service is like a family meal, which is not the same as a children’s party or an adult dinner 
party. Children's parties are geared completely for children, and the adults involved adjust their 
behaviour accordingly to fit in with the party. Adult dinner parties are geared for adults who have 
been invited. Children are not normally included, but if they are present, they are expected to fit in 
with the needs of the occasion. 

Family meals however, are for everyone - from the youngest to the oldest -and should be relaxed, 
enjoyable and satisfying for them all. At a family meal there are sometimes concessions made as to 
the food served. Very small children are not necessarily expected to eat everything put on the table, 
but essentially the main course is something which nearly everyone will like. The range of talking can 
be very wide - from laughing and joking, to serious issues that need to be discussed. And as anything 
can happen when a family gets together, so there is room for the unexpected! 

So when you see the word “Family” in front a service style please take a moment to reflect on what 
that really means.   

Great care is taken in preparing family services so that there is something for everyone to engage 
with and access. The talking can range from lighthearted to serious, the service has a pace and flow 
from quick to slow, loud to still. It is when we come together as a whole family that relationships can 
be strengthened, issues worked through, we work out how to live well together and we appreciate 
each other ever more deeply.  

Rev’d Lydia 

Extra Ramblings 

Rev’d Karen left our benefice on January 26th following Bishop Nicholas changing her training 
benefice to Iwerne Minster in order for her to experience a different formation context. We wish 
Karen and Chris all the very best as they continue their vocation journey together. 
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YOUR CHURCH 

A quiet month at St Nicholas.  All is well and working in the church 
building.  Our next event is our Quiz and Curry Evening on 1st February, 
and by the time some of you read this, that will be done and dusted.  At the 
time of writing, we are hoping for the support we had last year where much 
curry was consumed followed by yummy puds. 

Apologies for cancelling January's coffee morning at the last minute.  Two of 
our number were unwell, but we should be up and running in February, 
when everybody will be very welcome. 

By he time you will be reading this, we will have said goodbye to Reverend Karen and her husband 
Chris.  We wish Karen all the very best in Iwerne Minster, and hope very much that she will pop 
back and see us from time to time. 

At the time of writing, the sun is shining, and we are having proper winter weather. I think we have 
all had enough of rain and mud - bulbs are popping up and a flowering crocus was spotted this 
morning!!  There is hope! 

Church Cleaners 

We have a happy band of regular cleaners at St Nicholas, all who do sterling work, on a rota basis, 
but our numbers are slightly dwindling so we are looking for more volunteers.  At the moment, each 
of us does a stint every 6 weeks, but the more we have the less each of us needs to clean.  If you feel 
that this is something you would like to be part of, then please can you call Ruth Allen on 860068 or 
email mrsruthallen@gmail.com. You would be greatly appreciated! 
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COFFEE MORNING 
At 

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH,  
CHILD OKEFORD 

on 
SATURDAY 15th February 2020 

AT 10.30 AM 
ALL WELCOME – COME 

AND JOIN US! 
 

BOOKS FOR SALE 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY SIDESMEN      READER 
 
SUNDAY 2nd FEBRUARY – CANDLEMAS 
 9.00am Holy Communion – Shillingstone (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Malachi 3:1-5; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40) 
 10.00am Morning Worship – Okeford Fitzpaine (Mark Riley) 
  (Malachi 3:1-5; Luke 2:22-40) 
 10.30am Holy Communion – Child Okeford (Rev’d Lydia) (Mr K Allen        Mrs R Allen
         (Malachi 3:1-5; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40) (Mrs R Allen 
  Intercessor:  Mrs S Clayton      
 3.30pm Just as I am – Shillingstone Church Centre (Rev’d Lydia) 
 6.00pm Mighty Okes – Shillingstone Church Centre 
  (Steve S & Mark Riley) 
Wednesday 5th February: 10.30am Holy Communion – Millbrook House 
 
SUNDAY 9th FEBRUARY – THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 9.00am Holy Communion – Hammoon (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Isaiah 58:1-9a; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20) 
 10.00am Holy Communion– Okeford Fitzpaine (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Isaiah 58:1-9a; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20) 
 10.30am  Morning Worship– Child Okeford (Mark Riley) Mr S Baird   Mr S Baird
      
  (Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 5:13-20) 
  Intercessor:  Mrs A Rudd 
 3.30pm Evensong - Shillingstone (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Psalm 112; Isaiah 58:1-9a; Matthew 5:13-20) 
 
SUNDAY 16th FEBRUARY – THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
 10.00am Family Praise – Okeford Fitzpaine (Abi Rudd) 
  (Matthew 6:25-end) 
 10.30am Holy Communion – Shillingstone (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Genesis 1:1-2:3; Romans 8:18-25; Matthew 6:25-end) 
 10.30am Matins – Child Okeford (Mark Riley) (Mrs D Bucknall      Mr I Crowther 
  (Psalm 136; Genesis 1:1-2:3; Matthew 6:25-end) (Mrs S Clayton 
  Intercessor:  Ms C Angelucci 
Wednesday 19th February: 10.30am Prayer and Praise – Millbrook House 
 
SUNDAY 23rd FEBRUARY – THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
 9.00am Holy Communion – Child Okeford (Rev’d Lydia)                    Mrs W Billington Mrs W Billington 
  (2 Peter 1:16-end; Matthew 17:1-9) 
 10.00am Holy Communion – Okeford Fitzpaine (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Exodus 24:12-end; 2 Peter 1:16-end; Matthew 17:1-9) 
 10.30am Family Service – Shillingstone (Mark Riley) 
  (Matthew 17:1-9) 
 6.30pm Evensong – Manston (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Psalm 2; Exodus 24:12-end; Matthew 17:1-9) 
 
SUNDAY 1st MARCH – THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 9.00am Holy Communion – Shillingstone (Rev’d Lydia) 
  (Genesis 2:15-17,3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11) 
 10.00am Morning Worship – Okeford Fitzpaine (Abi Rudd) 
  (Genesis 2:15-17,3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11) 
 10.30am Holy Communion – Child Okeford (Rev’d Lydia) (Mr K Allen   Mrs L Crichton 
  (Genesis 2:15-17,3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19;  (Mrs R Allen 
  Matthew 4:1-11) 
  Intercessor: Mrs R Allen 
 6.00pm Mighty Okes – Shillingstone Church Centre 
  (Steve S & Rev’d Lydia) 
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PURPOSE MADE JOINERY 
Doors, Windows, Wardrobes, Kitchens etc 
NIGEL BASTABLE LTD 

Quality Carpentry & Joinery 
Property Alterations and Repairs 

!

Hopefield' 
The Hollow 
Child Okeford 
Tel: 01258-860459 
www.nigelbastable.co.uk!

!

!

!

!
Manor Barn, Child Okeford, DT11 8EF 

Tel: 01258-860638 

carisorby@btinternet.com 
www.manorbarnbedandbreakfast.co.uk 

Cari and Peter Sorby 
!

Five Star luxury 
accommodation at the 

foot of Hambledon Hill.  
Easy access. Two ensuite 
ground floor bedrooms 
with private sitting room.!

! CHILD OKEFORD VILLAGE HALL 
Central village venue for all occasions 

including parties, weddings, christenings, 
social events and meetings. 

The current regular users are: Badminton. 
Table Tennis. Short Mat Bowls. Wives’ 

Group. Gardening Club. Art Group. Flower 
Arranging Club. Lunch Club. 

For further information please contact 

Sandra Abbott 01258 861802 
childokefordvh@gmail.com 

www.childokeford.org 

Richard Rowe 
PICTURE FRAMING 

Excellent advice and Expert framing 

Oils, water colours, prints, photographs etc 

Gilding, wash line mounts, dry mounting 
Restoration of oils, water colours & prints 

Can collect and deliver 

Tel. 07968 235566 
Unit 3, Vale Farm, West Orchard, SP7 0LJ 

!
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www.rjclocks.co.uk 

Antique clock restoration 

All manner of restoration work undertaken 
From clocks, music boxes, barometers, 

small items of furniture to scientific 
instruments. 

Everything from mechanical to case work. 
All work guaranteed for12 months 

Robert Jones, Sturminster Newton, Dorset 

Telephone: 01258 817 111 
Mobile: 07760 385 161 

Email: robertjonesclocks@gmail.com 
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FLOWER ARRANGERS 

Date Child Okeford   
2nd February Mes Billington & Whitlock 
9th February Mrs Partridge 
16th February Mrs Partridge 
23rd February Mrs Clayton 
1st March LENT 1 
 

CHILD OKEFORD VILLAGE HALL 

The Village Hall Committee were very saddened by the news of the untimely death of Grahame 
Downer, our Chairman for the past 4 years. Since moving into the village nearly 30 years ago, 
Grahame has had a long association with the Hall, involving himself in many activities such as table 
tennis, quiz nights and as a member of the Gardening club to name but a few. A hall like ours 
depends very much on the people who give up their time to support and manage it. Grahame gave 
unstintingly of his time and energy, and his contribution to the Hall and village life will be sorely 
missed.  

Our thoughts are with Christine and her family at this sad time. 

Forthcoming events. 

The monthly coffee morning will be held on 1st February. All welcome. 

There will be a Table Top sale on the 22nd February. 

The February Film Night on the 28th will be a showing of Downton Abbey. 

Looking further ahead there will be a Quiz night on Friday 6th March. 

The monthly Coffee Morning will be held Saturday 7thMarch. 

On Sunday 8th March there will be an exciting Artsreach production. Kit Hawes and Aaron Catlow, 
virtuoso guitar and fiddle players from the band Sheelanigig will entertain us with their unique 
arrangements of traditional music. 

 

CHILD OKEFORD CENTRE FOR CARE AND LEARNING (COCCL) 

Before the COCCL meeting held on January 13th, a few moments of quiet reflection were held 
following the sad death of Grahame Downer, the Chairman. Grahame was one of the original 
founders of COCCL, who we believe had attended every meeting since it began.  

At the next meeting of COCCL there will be a talk by Leanne Colverson about the work of the 
DORSET AND SOMERSET AIR AMBULANCE. Leanne will tell us more about their work and 
no doubt there will be questions about both the clinical and technical side of their operation. 

This will be on Monday February 10th at 7.30p.m. in the Ark Room, St. Nicholas School. 

Ticket price is £5 to include light refreshments. 

Bookings to Christine on 01258 860767 
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POPPY APPEAL - FINAL RESULTS 

Our four wreaths have been paid for (£72.00) together with the profit from the December Coffee 
Morning (£9.05). Other incomes, compared to last year, are: 

Year                                            2018                    2019 

Door-to-Door Collection        £1,795.76                £2,024.15 

Coffee Morning                        £807.33                    £771.65 

Church Collection                     £705.23                    £359.71 

Totals                                        £3,308.32                £3,155.51 

I am deeply indebted to our four new door-to-door collectors who joined us in 2019, to the 'old 
hands' who trudged around again and to the schools, shops and pubs who had collecting boxes. 
Many thanks to you all and, of course, to all of you who donated so generously. An all-time record 
collection! Bravo! 

The November coffee morning had fewer visitors in 2019 but never-the-less made a goodly profit. 
The Grand Draw made £331.85 - as a result of much hard work in preparation by Vanessa, Val and 
Maureen who collected prizes from individuals and businesses to ensure that we had an imposing 
collection of draw prizes and that every penny taken went to the Poppy Appeal. As always Oonagh 
and her ladies made, and sold, cakes, buns and mince pies and made a goodly profit of £153.50. 
Bravo again! 

My thanks to everyone who contributed to the collection of this magnificent total 

Pat Soward - 860647 

 



()"

 

COFFEE MORNING 

The next Coffee Morning will be on 1st February  

 Entry £1, & you can have as many cups as you like 

Raffle, Book, Cakes. 

In aid 

Child Okeford Village Hall. 

 

HAMBLEDON THEATREGOERS 

The Spring/Summer season for the Salisbury Playhouse has been announced and we have decided to 
go to two plays which are so completely different from each other that it would be difficult to 
diverge more. 

 Albee’s great domestic drama “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf” is our choice for April 2nd and we 
shall go to the matinée performance.   Then the candifloss that is Coward’s “Hay Fever” will be 
an evening visit on Wednesday May 13th. 

 Unfortunately, booking for April 2nd will already have closed by the time you read this, but I keep a 
waiting list for any last minute returns so if you would like to come with us please contact me as 
soon as possible.   Booking for May 13th will be open until March 13th. 

                                                                                                                                                   

Penny Nicholson (863442)  pnicholson44@yahoo.co.uk 

 

ST NICHOLAS WIVES' GROUP   

Due to members being on holiday we were small in number for our first 
meeting of the year in January. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 
12th February starting at 10.30am in the village hall. New members 

always very welcome - only £1.50 for coffee and chat. 

Our annual theatre outing will be on Saturday afternoon, March 14th to see 'The Sound of Music' at 
Yeovil. The usual small coach will be hired. Please contact me for more details. 

Maureen Soward 
 

THE CHILDRENS' SOCIETY BOX OPENING 

The Childrens' Society box collection raised £362.20. A big 'thank you' to all the box holders. I have 
a number of new, empty, boxes available if you would like one in your home or office to make 
donations to this worthy cause.  

Maureen Soward – 860647  Box Co-ordinator 
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CHILD OKEFORD PARISH COUNCIL AND QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLAYING 
FIELD TRUST 

The Parish Council held its meeting on Monday 6th January 2020 

Kirsty Baird and Karen Knapton agreed to be joint Chairperson’s until May 2020 when a review 
would take place.  This was agreed to the best way forward at the moment and they both look 
forward to working together.   

The Council have not received the Dorset Councillor’s  Report but this will be available on the 
website as soon as it is received.   

Footpaths. Alan was not at the meeting but provided a report of the footpaths, as is obvious the 
footpaths are extremely muddy and we would ask that everyone take great care whilst walking during 
this awful wet weather. A meeting with Rangers to discuss problems with the footpaths and the 
SLA’s currently in place was schedule for Tuesday 7th January.    

 Highways.  Celia Ebdon discussed her own  and the Speedwatch team’s concerns regarding the 
20mph zone in the Hollow and High Street.  Many of the drivers who have been stopped have 
commented that they did not know that these zones were 20mph and assumed that they were the 
30mph zone.  The Team’s recommendation is that we request Highways revisit our suggestion of 
additional 20mph roundels painted on the road in the High Street and going up the hill in the 
Hollow, close to the current speed indicator.  The Council agreed with this and will contact the 
Highways department with a view to putting this in place.  Cllr Holdeman has spoken once again to 
the Council with regard to the spring in Haywards Lane, she is concerned that lower temperatures 
will freeze the running water and be dangerous for people and cars alike.  Cllr Baird also requested 
that we speak with Highways once again with regard to the road surface in the Hollow which is 
extremely bad and needs resurfacing.   

Planning An updated application from Holdway House was received and this was agreed with a note 
to recommending that the new buildings do not exceed the existing height of the current building.  
An application from Fernhayes, Duck Street for a single storey extension and replacement garage 
was also approved and an application for 3 Knotts Close.   

Village Plan  Cllr Kerridge will be attending a meeting in February with regard to the Village Plan 
and will report back with recommendations.  .   

The next meeting of the Parish Council and the Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field Trust will be held 
on Monday  3rd February  2020, at 7pm, in the Community Centre. The Agendas will be published 
on the village notice board and the website and, as always, everyone is welcome.  

 

CHILD OKEFORD WALKING GROUP 

There is no walk in February as there are no volunteers to lead it. The next walk will be on Thursday 
March 19th – there will be more news about this in the March Hill. 

Roger Hull  Tel: 863418  Email: rogerhull@btinternet.com 
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                                                                 All classes are suited to the over 50’s 

!
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Okeford Tree Care 
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           £6.00 per class 
Nicola Thommes - 0788 792-1717 
nicolathommes@aol.com!

ZUMBA - Latin-Inspired, 
easy-to-follow, dance fitness class  

Monday 9.30-10.30am Portman Hall 
Shillingstone 

Tuesday 10.00-11.00am Community Centre 
Child Okeford 

Wednesday 9.30-10.30am The Exchange  
S Newton 

Fitsteps FAB – a fitness class based on Ballroom 
& Latin dances 

 
Monday 10.45-11.30 Portman Hall Shillingstone 

 
Wednesday  11.15-12.00. Marnhull Village Hall 

 
Thursday 9.30-10.15am Pimperne Village Hall 
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FITSTEPS 
FAB 
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A LITERARY START TO 2020 

Our January meeting, 29 members welcomed David Stocks, a former NT guide, who delivered a 
fascinating and informative illustrated  talk on ‘ Beatrix Potter - dispelling myths and 
preconceptions’. David worked from 2009 to 2016 as  an NT volunteer at Hill Top Farm in 
Cumbria, one of many properties belonging to Beatrix Potter. It was here that she wrote the bulk of 
her children’s stories, drawing upon the house and grounds for her illustrations. Across an engaging 
hour, using photos and illustrations, David dispelled 9 myths about Beatrix Potter and emphasised 
her contribution as an artist, author, naturalist, mycologist, farmer, conservationist and 
philanthropist. She led a busy, rich  and varied life lasting 77 years. We learnt about  her expertise in 
fungi and as a prizewinning breeder of Herdwick sheep. We delved into her complex family 
relationships that shaped her life. We explored how she developed the ‘Peter Rabbit’ tales and 22 
other children stories that she wrote and illustrated. Her generous legacy to the National Trust 
shaped and preserved the Lake District National Park which we are all still enjoying today. 

 We look forward to 2020 and our busy programme includes talks from Wessex Water, Dorset 
Wildlife Trust, a visit from a Poole Pottery expert, and a Line Dancing session plus more surprise 
events as well as continuing with our current sub groups - Craft, Skittles, Kurling and Walking 
Netball. We are about to start a WI Choir and Crown Green Bowling will begin in the warmer 
months 

Our February meeting will take place on Monday 10th February at Okeford Fitzpaine Village Hall at 
2pm. We will be hosting another Indoor sports and pub  games session. We will be trying out indoor 
bowls, indoor kurling, darts and table top pub games. All welcome. 

Look out for WI members in ‘Cinderella’ on Friday 21st February 7.30, Saturday 22nd February 2.30 
and 7.30, at St Nicholas School.- some members are performing in the biennial COMPACT 
pantomime and others are providing delicious  refreshments and beverages . We hope you will 
support this village event. 

If you would you like to know more about our lively and busy WI please contact:  

Pam Morris,  President  : presidentchokwi@gmail.com 

Liz Thomson, Secretary : ChildOkefordWI@dorsetWI.org   

(Please note new email address)  

Website : www.childokefordwi.wordpress.com 

   @ChildOkWI 

 Contributed by Gaynor Waring - Communications Team:  Child Okeford WI 
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CHILD OKEFORD ARCHIVE 
 

Village Brickworks 
The archive has recently been given a piece of clay field pipe made by Child Okeford Brickworks as 
clearly evidenced by the embossment on the pipe.  Many thanks to the daughters of the late Chris 
and Jean Giles for this historic donation which has prompted us to do some research into the village 
brickworks. My thanks to John Housley and Kevin Pearce for their major contribution to this article. 
 
First some background history; waterlogged agricultural land has always been a problem and, over 
the centuries, partially solved by forming drainage channels either by ploughing, making ditches or 
both. In 1843 John Reade, a gardener, developed the porous clay pipe which, when buried deep in 
the ground, would become saturated with water which dripped into the channel and thence to a 
ditch. Two years later Thomas Scragg patented a machine which made mass production of pipes 
easier.  However, mass transportation was not easy, so the pipes had to be made locally, which is 
why so many villages acquired brickworks. 

We do not know precisely when the village brickyard 
was built but analysis of the 1845 enclosure map and 
the censuses of 1841 and 1851 show a William Rowe 
described as a “Brick Tile and Pottery manufacturer” 
owned the land which approximates to the “Clay Pit” 
shown on the 1887 Ordnance Survey Map.  
 
 In 1861 the census shows Frederic Coombes as 
“Superintendent of Brickyard”. 
 
In 1869 an advert was placed in the Salisbury and 
Winchester Journal for the sale of “Child Okeford, 
Dorset, To Manufacturers of Pottery – Bricks, Tiles 
and Drain Pipes”.  
 

We assume the sale was successful but a curious entry 
in the Journal in 1879 suggests it did close down for a while: 
 

 
     

We can follow the Coombes family from the censuses through to 1901 and the final record of the 
brickyard comes from 1901 when the owner, Alfred Packard, died and the yard was put up for sale. 
At that time one of the occupants of the properties on the site was Dinah Harvey (a widow with 
three children). We can find no further reference to the brickyard thereafter but the 1911 census 
shows two brothers, George and Rufus Harvey, who were farmers living in “Brickyard Farm”. 
 

We’d be interested to hear if anyone knows of any houses still standing in the village were built with 
Child Okeford bricks and tiles. 
 

(Photographs of the pipe, copies and transcripts of the newspaper advertisements referred to and a very comprehensive 
background researched and written by Kevin Pearce can be found on the village web site www.childokeford.org – The 
Village – Village History and Archive – Booklets – Child Okeford Brickworks) 

 
David Pope (861411) david.w.pope@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

Child Okeford Brickyard now open with a good supply of Bricks and Pipes in hand.  Apply Mr Packard, Shroton 
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The Baker Arms  
Folk Session 2 nd  Thursday every month,  

next on 13 February  
 James and Desi 860260  

 

 

CHILD OKEFORD GARDENERS CLUB 
 
                 

January Report 

 

At the time of writing the Wassail Evening has yet to happen but with food from James and Desi 
at The Baker Arms and entertainment organised by Vanessa Dawson a great evening is 
anticipated. 

BBC Radio Solent’s Kitchen Garden programme recorded at the Village Hall was broadcast on 
29th December 2019 and was well worth listening to. If you missed the recording and wish to 
hear it, it remains available on https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p002tzfq . 

Next Meeting 

Wednesday 5th February in the Village Hall at 7:30pm 

Coppice Demonstration with David Ewers.   

The last visit from the Coppice Group was highly enjoyable with several woodland skills shown. 

Future Meeting 

Wednesday 4th March in the Village Hall at 7:30pm 

‘Propagation’ with a Gold Club speaker. 

Some materials may be available to buy. 

A short AGM will follow. 

As ever all are welcome and we look forward to seeing you at our next meeting. 

Keith Leighton (Vice Chair) ph 01258 861462 

 

THANK YOU 

To all my friends in Child Okeford thank you so much your cards and good wishes after I broke 
my foot in November. 

I also appreciated greatly your visits to me in Dorchester Hospital and Millbrook House. 

Thank you for all your kindness. 

Georgie Rees 
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Child Okeford, DT11 8HB 01258 863866 

www.theartstable.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

Liz Somerville 
 

Land of Hodd 
 

linocuts, woodcuts and drawings 
 

15 February - 14 March 
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RB BURROWS & SON 
(ROGER BURROWS) 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 
GAS SAFE/OFTEC Registered installer 

 
8, Millbrook Close, Child Okeford, Blandford, Dorset 

01258 861066 
!
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The Saxon Inn    Child Okeford 
Come to your friendly old village pub 

!
Excellent home cooked food 
Cosy bars and log fires 
Four en-suite Bedrooms 
Call 01258 860310 

Good selection of Real Ales 
Large Garden and Superior  

Alfresco Dining Area 
Craig and Emma welcome you 
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M&M Stoves & Chimney Services 
Child Okeford 

Your local friendly HETAS Qualified Engineer 
!  Fully Certified chimney sweep 
!  Installation of Multifuel/wood burning Stoves 
!  Installation of liners and twin wall systems 
!  Chimney Construction, Pointing & Capping 
!  CCTV Surveying 
!  Free no obligation quote  
!  Fully HETAS Insured 
!  For all your chimney needs. 

Call Jason on 
01258 451067%
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Polly "Bs"  
Local lady doing Holistic Treatments Massage, Reflexology Indian 

Head Massage & Ear Candling 

Also Beauty Treatments, Facials, Waxing Eyelash & Eyebrow 
tinting. Manicure & Pedicure Nail cutting and Hard Skin Removal 

Appointments available during the day & evenings.  

Some treatments available in your own home.  
Gift vouchers available. 

Ring Pauline for a chat on 01258 880084 / 07760303332 
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AUTO DIAGNOSTICS  
SERVICING, REPAIRS AND MOTs  

TO ALL MAKES AND MODELS  
(SERVICING CARRIED OUT TO NEW VEHICLES 

WITHOUT AFFECTING WARRANTY)  

RENAULT SPECIALIST WITH 20  YEARS 

EXPERIENCE. COURTESY CARS AVAILABLE. 

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION  & DELIVERY 

SERVICE.  

14D, SUNRISE BUSINESS PARK, HIGHER 
SHAFTESBURY ROAD, BLANDFORD FORUM 

DORSET DT11 8ST  
TEL: 01258 480456  
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Call Andrew on 01258 837092, weekdays or weekends !
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CHILD OKEFORD FLOWER ARRANGING CLUB  

Our January meeting was a Demonstration by Jo Richards from The Bournemouth Academy of 
Floristry. 

Jo delighted us all with her beautiful yet varied arrangements, after question time and tea, as usual 
we raffled JoÕs works of art off, there were several very happy recipients. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 18th February at Child Okeford Village Hall at 2.15pm. 

This will be a practical session, titled Ò Two Storey FlowersÓ, it is always interesting to see how 
everyone interprets the ask. 

Members and visitors alike are most welcome, we look forward to seeing you. 

For further information please contact Sue Brown 01258863775 
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COMPACT presents  

"CINDERELLA"  
STARRING YOUR TALENTED  

NEIGHBOURS AND FRIENDS. 
Tickets for our village production of Cinderella are on sale at  

The Cross Stores or ring 01258 861612. 
Performances take place in St Nicholas School Hall 

Dates and times: 
Friday 21st February 7.30 

Saturday 22nd February 2.30 and 7.30. 
(Apologies for last months error in The Hill.  
There is no performance on Thursday 20th. ) 

Prices: 
Adults £10.00 

Under 18s £5.00 
Family (2adults and 2 children )£25.00 

This promises to be a really enjoyable family show so don't miss out.  
Tickets for the matinee sell fast! 
For queries ring 01258 861391 
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Pheasant Fest 2020 

This year’s event is on Saturday 8th of February from 12 noon at The Baker arms.  

We ask for a one off donation of £7 for as much as you can eat. Each dish is served as a starter 
portion, returning as many times as you like to try something else or continue eating your favourite. 

All the meat used in the cooking is prepared and frozen as soon as it arrives, giving it a fresh and 
clean flavour. Forget that ‘well hung’ flavour often experienced.  

All the meat used has been donated by local shoots and gamekeepers and is cooked and served by 
volunteers. Every penny taken for the food, raffle and auction goes to the air ambulance. Over the 
years we have raised over £16,250. 

If you have anything we can use for the raffle or auction please drop it into the pub and it will go 
towards our fundraising.                                                         Bob Smith (860440) 
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THE ARK 

The Babies have settled back in after the Christmas break very well and have been updating their 
display boards. Using paint, with their hands as well as brushes, they have created a solar system 
picture for the wall. They have also used glitter and shiny paper to decorate star shapes for 
hanging from the ceiling. Following on from the planets theme, with torches and spot lights in 
the dark, the babies have enjoyed glitter water mark making ‘space painting’ which left the babies 
‘shimmering’. 

The Toddlers have been busy exploring different textures and learning new words to describe 
what they have felt. Their favourites so far have been ‘soft’ moon sand, ‘crunchy’ cereal and 
‘gloopy’ corn flour. 

Pre-school have been keeping warm through plenty of physical activities: obstacle courses, 
parachute play and the regular morning ‘Wake and Shake’. After each activity they have been 
observing the effects on their bodies. In Pre-school morning group time staff have been focusing 
on the NHS Mental Health campaign ‘Every mind matters’ and ‘Get Britain talking’ by 
encouraging the children to talk about whatever is on their minds. 

We were all very sorry to hear of Grahame Downer’s death.  As Chairman of COCCL for many 
years, he was very supportive of The Ark in the three way relationship between the school, Ark 
and COCCL. 

The Ark will be hosting a Jumble Sale on Saturday 8th February, 11am -1pm, at Child Okeford 
Village Hall. Please come along and support The Ark. Refreshments available.  Any donations of 
jumble will be gratefully received - please contact the Ark on 01258 861007 or drop off at the 
village hall on the day.                                                                        Sarah McNab Nursery Manager 

BLANDFORD MUSEUM  

Sat 1st Feb; Museum reopens after winter closure. Open daily 11am-3pm closed Wednesdays 
until saturday 28th march when summer hours start, to be confrmed. 

 Fri 7 Feb 7pm; Blandford Museum talk at Parish Centre ‘Forests, Fruit and Fossils’ with Peter 
Andrews and Flick Baker. Tickets £5, Museum members £4 on the door. 

 Sat 1st - Sat 29th Feb; ‘Art at the Museum’ exhibition of original art by Flick Baker ‘ Forests, 
Fruit and Fossils’  

 Thurs 29 Feb 7.30pm; Blandford Museum Archaeology Group Talk. ‘The Portable Antiquities 
Scheme and Treasure Act’ with Dorset Council Finds Officer. 
 

CLASSES 

KEEP FIT CLASSES every Thursday 9.30 to 10.30 £5 drop in class 

TAI CHI CLASSES  every Wednesday at 11am to 12.15 £7 drop in class 

YOGA CLASSES every Wednesday at 9.30 to 10.45 £8 or £42 for six drop in class. 

MUD PIE CAFE every Saturday 10.30 to 12.30 Home made cakes and bacon rolls. Often with 
added attractions. 

All these events are held at Okeford Fitzpaine  village hall. For more information  please call 
01258 861357 
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SPRINGHEAD EVENTS  
www.springheadtrust.org.uk/events 

 

 
 

Sunday 2 February, 2-3.30, Storytelling and Indian music workshop. 
Before the performance of The Ramayana later, explore the 
colourful and vibrant world of Indian mythology and music with 
storyteller, Emily Hennessey and musician and composer, Sheema 
Mukherjee. Limited places. Tickets £8 from Artsreach 
www.artsreach.co.uk or Springhead. 
 

Sunday 2 February, 5.00pm, Artsreach presents The Ramayana. Storyteller Emily Hennessey and 
virtuosic musician Sheema Mukherjee conjure up a vivid, wild and beguiling world in this retelling of 
the much loved Indian epic. Expect the unexpected. Tickets Adult £10, Friend of Springhead/U 18, 
£8. Tickets from Springhead or www.artsreach.co.uk 
Thursday 13 February, 10-4 – open garden in conjunction with the Shaftesbury Snowdrops’ 
Festival. The beautiful lakeside gardens at Springhead will be open to visitors on with plants for sale 
and the café open for tea, coffee, cakes and light lunches. Admission is £3.50 with Friends of 
Springhead and children under 16 free. Dogs on leads are welcome and the gardens are accessible to 
assisted wheelchair users. 
Also on Thursday 13 February at 3.00pm, we are delighted to welcome harpist Sarah Deere-Jones 
who will run a harp workshop. Sarah has performed original and traditional music for harp and 
voice throughout her career, and has been a guest artist at the major harp festivals around the world 
including the Edinburgh Harp Festival UK, Somerset festival in New York, Blue Mountain Harp 
Holiday Australia, Wales International harp festival, Big Sky in Montana USA and the Lorient and 
Dinan Festivals Brittany. £20, very limited spaces so please book early.  

 
Then at 7.30 Sarah will perform a concert accompanied on guitar 
by her husband Phil Williams. Her music is an exciting blend of 
subtle and dazzling arrangements of traditional tunes and haunting 
singing of folk songs as well as her original pieces for harp which 
have broken new ground for the lever harp and have been included 
in exam lists for harp students around the world. 
 
Through her historical research into the instrument she has 
unearthed a history of the harp in England that goes back to the 
10th century, making it a long ignored but entirely suitable 
instrument for playing traditional music and songs of the English 

genre. So as well as some Irish and Scottish staples the majority of her music is from the English 
tradition, particularly southern England and Dorset where she was born and brought up. 

   Adult £10, Friends of Springhead and U 18 £8. Tickets from Springhead or www.ticketsource.co.uk 
 
THE SPRINGHEAD TRUST  FONTMELL MAGNA  SHAFTESBURY  DORSET  SP7 0NU, TELEPHONE : 

01747 811853 
WWW.SPRINGHEADTRUST.ORG.UK      INFO@SPRINGHEADTRUST.ORG.UK 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1112083 
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KEITH ALLEN  

BAFRA Member, City and Guilds Qualified  
Tel: 01258 860068 or Mob: 07717 827427  

 
RESTORATION AND CONSERVATION WORK  

Repairs & Restoration to all Antique & Period 
Furniture , Longcase and Bracket Clocks  

Veneering and Repairs to Veneer , Marquetry Repairs  
French Polishing , Staining,  

Colour Matching & Finishing  
!

PEAKE  PERENNIALS  
BEHIND OASIS PLANT CENTRE, SHAFTESBURY ROAD 

CHILD OKEFORD, DT11 8EQ 
Stocking over 300 named varieties of unusual  

Perennials and Grasses  
New plants added throughout the season  

Vegetable seeds and Spring flowering Bulbs  
Open Weds to Fri 9am-5pm (Mon and Tues by appointment)  

Weekends and Bank Holidays 10am-4pm 
www.peakeperennials.co.uk    Tel:  07708872918 

!  

!

LOCKSMITHS 24/7 Quantum Locksmiths 
¥ Locks changed/repaired, UPVC specialists 
¥ Key cutting, doors/windows repaired 
¥ Lock Out/Gain Entry, DBS Checked & fully 

insured, No VAT 
Reg Hogg 01258 721236, mobile 07900196427 
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Offering Sports and Remedial Massage, Personal Training and 

Stott Pilates.  
An holistic take on wellbeing and fitness to work towards your 
goals and ambitions. With Matt and Kate, qualified and insured 

fitness professionals.  
Please call for more details (01747 811920) or look at our lovely 

website. www.welltroddenpath.co.uk  or 

email: matt@welltroddenpath.co.uk  
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Plumbing & Heating by Knight 
Plumbing & Heating Services 

Gas Safe no. 546449 
07791303302 - 01258 861372 

plumbingandheatingbyknight@hotmail.co.uk 
!
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GOLD HILL ORGANIC FARM 

Ridgeway Lane, Child Okeford, Dorset DT11 8HB, 01258 861916 

www.goldhillorganicfarm.com   Email: goldhillorganicfarm@gmail.com 

This years ORFC (Oxford Real Farming Conference) held many twists and turns 
emotionally for me. On the one hand it made me hopeful for the future. Here, gathered together 
from all over the UK and the world, were people who were talking about how to radically change 
how we think about and practice farming. From social justice in farming in England and America 
to agroforestry, combining arable and livestock farming with trees and woodlands, or how to best 
use wood chip for mulching on beds or as a fungicide for apple trees. All the way to how to 
change our dated farming practices on largescale arable farms to more sustainable (organic) ones. 
One of the Key changes is to reduce the use of chemical fertilizers which encourages weeds to 
grow as much as the crop, that in turn means increased use of chemical weed control and the 
results of increased resistance in weeds.  The end product leaches into our waterways.  Although 
there are lots of voluntary practices to mitigate this problem.  

 All of these things being said are not just empty words of how others can change or do the hard 
work. No. These were people who are practicing what they preach and informing us of the 
positive results. I saw many inspiring and enthusiastic speeches from the two day conference. My 
only regret is that I couldn't go to more! 

A big talking point in most seminars, was of course, climate change and farming's not 
insignificant part in it. Many people talked about how growers/farmers/buyers and consumers 
needed to change the way they think.  

But not all was roses. The last speaker of the conference was George Monbiot. While he was not 
too well received, he did have some interesting and thought provoking things to say. He believes 
that farming will move quickly away from the field and into the factory. He explained how we 
will no longer have to have an animal or a grain to produce a steak or flour respectively. Instead 
it will be grown in a laboratory. He made a point, how instead of growing our food in fields, we 
can feed our ever growing population on 1000th of the space. The space being used instead for 
tree and carbon capture.  This brings up all sorts of problems of what happens if one company 
does this and ends up effectively owing the production of all the worlds food!  From the 
environmental/social angle it disregards the farming and buying practices that will help reduce 
climate change and keep people on the land. I would suggest if you are interested, looking into it 
yourself as it was a lot to take in at one time.  

So in summary, an encouraging two days insight into the world of farming outside of Child 
Okeford and what others are doing in the UK and around the world to help advance sustainable, 
environmentally conscious faming. 

Philip Cross 

Phil and I did very different workshops.  I enjoyed 'Lean and Mean' on how to work more 
energy/time efficient. Farmer/worker relationships and singing in St Aldgates Church folk songs 
about the land, trees and pigs.  Do drop into the shop, Phil and I will regal you with snippets of 
information from the Conference and hear your views. 

Sara Cross 
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NATURE NEWS 

Not a lot to report this month; I think most people have found it difficult to get out much with 
all this wet weather. 

In our garden we have just seen our first Greenfinch for a long time, possibly a year or more.  As 
reported in the past, their numbers have plummeted due to disease.  And as I write we have three 
squirrels in the garden (but our 'squirrel-proof' feeders do seem to be up to the job),and also a 
very colourful male bullfinch, which we have had in each of the last three weeks, though we've 
only seen his less colourful mate once. 

Tony Ward in Homefield reported a Brambling in his garden; quite a rare sighting for Child 
Okeford I believe.  They are a winter visitor from Scandinavia, and often hang out with 
Chaffinches, the native bird they most resemble.  And Alan Blundell from Portman Drive 
reported a blackcap frequenting his garden. 

Alan also reported that in mid January while out walking down by the river he came across a 
huge flock of seagulls. The birds were silently circling around, making absolutely no sound 
whatsoever.  At the same time there was an equally large number of gulls on the ground, not 
feeding, and again completely silent. It was quite eerie.  He was at a loss to explain why they were 
there in such large numbers (there was no ploughing going on nearby, which is often an 
attraction for gulls), and why they were so silent, given how noisy gulls typically are.   

Our conservatory faces towards the river, and over recent days we have also seen in the distance 
large flocks of slowly circling gulls.  Does anyone have a possible explanation for this gull 
behaviour? 

Alan, our Footpaths Officer, further reported that he had found evidence of a partly eaten fish 
on the river bank in the most northerly of our river fields, accessed from Netmead Lane, and 
bordered on both sides by the Stour.  He wondered if this might have been the meal of an otter. 
(This field, he said, provides our best riverside walk, but gets very muddy.) 

Finally, Richard Argles of Stour Lodge Hanford recorded three daffodils in bloom in his garden 
in mid-January.  I suppose this is not surprising, given the lack of cold weather so far this winter, 
but on this basis I would have expected snowdrops and crocuses to be much further ahead than 
normal, but this doesn't seem to be the case, at least from what I have observed. 

Contributions to me, Jack Shonfield at j.shonfield@gmail.com 

 
Saturday 1st February 2020 

OPEN INVITATION  
Meeting for CORGI Volunteers - old and new! 

10am - 12 noon  
The Community Centre 

This is an open invitation to anyone who would like to know more about what CORGI have 
achieved in 2019 and the events planned for 2020.  

 
We always need helpers for our events especially The Hill Race and OKETOBERFEST 

You don’t have to commit to helping at every event and any time you can offer, at any event of 
your choice, is most welcome.  

Come and join us for coffee, cake and to find out more about CORGI in 2020 
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NORTH DORSET DWT PROGRAMME 

The North Dorset Group of the Dorset Wildlife Trust organise a series of talks each autumn and 
winter at the Village Hall in Fontmell Magna (SP7 0PF).  The talks take place on the third 
Wednesday of the month, start at 7.30pm and usually last 45 minutes. Our talks are open to 
everyone, admission is £2.50 (including refreshments & Honeybuns cakes) and children under 16 
may attend for free.  The proceeds from these talks go to provide tools and equipment for the 
DWT ranger in North Dorset and in the past few years the group has raised (and spent) almost 
£4,000. 

Talks Programme 2020 

Wednesday 19th February: Marine Conservation, MCZs and Plastics – an illustrated talk by 
Imogen Davenport, DWT Director of Conservation. 

Wednesday 18th March: Reptiles of Dorset – an illustrated talk by Steve Davis, Head of DWT 
HR & Volunteering. 

Wednesday 15th April: Bees and Wildlife Gardening – an illustrated talk by Brigit Strawbridge, 
DWT’s Make Wildlife Welcome Hero and bee friendly gardener (as seen on TV). This talk will be 
preceded by a rapid AGM (max. 10 mins.).  

  

MANSTON AND HAMMON VILLAGE HALL NEWS: 

Our next coffee morning will be Saturday 1st February, 1.30 - midday.  All welcome. 

On Saturday 22nd February at 7.30pm we are holding a fund raising concert at the hall..  Come 
and listen to local musicians and singers, enjoy a drink and find out more about the recipient of 
the funds - The Riziki Project in Kenya, set up with help from the late Yvone Varley and her 
husband John. There will be some items from Kenya on sale.  The concert is free, but we will 
take a leaving donation. 

We are pleased that 2 new groups are using our hall this year, Yoga on Thursday mornings and 
Zumba on Thursday evenings. 

For more information on any of the above, contact me:   carin.ljungdell@gmail.com 

 

Zumba Fitness - Glow Night Special 

6.30-7.30pm starting on Thursday 6th Feb 

And then weekly Zumba Fitness after that. 

Every first Thursday will be a 'Glow Night Special' 

For further info & to book your place: 

Check out "Zumba Fitness GLOW NIGHT SPECIAL" on Eventbrite! 

Date: Thu 6 Feb, 18:30  Location: Manston Village Hall 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/zumba-fitness-glow-night-special-tickets-90444537045 

Or contact Abby Down for details 01747 850867/07901 597129/ zumbawithabbyd@gmail.com 
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ST EDWARD’S WAY 

St Edward, the boy King murdered possibly on the orders of his step-mother at 
Corfe Castle, was originally buried at Wareham. Later in 979, for political reasons, 
his body was moved to Shaftesbury Abbey where it became an object of pilgrimage 

– and wealth for the Abbey. This move or “translation” was celebrated in 1979 with a millennial 
walk led by Dr Geoffrey Tapper and the Rt. Revd John Kirkham, then Bishop of Sherborne. 

During 2019 there was an archaeological dig in the Abbey and surrounding area to try and 
understand more about the Abbey whose influence spread far and wide. Shaftesbury Abbey: A 
Voyage of Exploration and Discovery involved many volunteers, including schools when 
students were taught basic principles of archaeology and really did “dig”. The results of the dig 
are still being analysed. 

To celebrate the project, we are re-walking the millennial route with some alterations - there was 
no Wareham by-pass in 1979 for instance. The Bishop of Sherborne, the Rt. Revd. Karen 
Gorham will be leading the walk which will take place over 3 days at the end of March. 

Each day will be a walk of some 10 miles through varied countryside. 

Come and join us! Final details are still being fine tuned, but the dates will be 

Friday 27th. Wareham to Winterborne Kingston 

Saturday 28th. Winterborne Kingston to Shillingstone 

Sunday 29th. Shillingstone to Shaftesbury 

Bishop Karen would like as many people as possible to join in what is planned to become a 
permanent pilgrimage route. 

We will end by walking up Gold Hill to have some refreshment in the Town Hall before the 
Abbey and gardens are officially declared open for the Season. 
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TABLE TOP SALE 

We are holding a table top sale in Child Okeford Village Hall 

Saturday 22nd February, if you would like a table let me know 

£10 a table. 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Friday 6th March with new Quiz master 

We will doing food.  Will let you know more next month. 

Sylvia Holdeman 01258 861055 
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DORSET DIGITAL CHAMPION 

Dorset Digital Champion and cyber security expert releases new book to help protect you from 
crime 

 An essential guide to help people take steps to protect themselves from cyber and identity crime 
is released this month from the British Computer Society. 

 The guide has been co-written and edited by Andy Taylor, a volunteer Digital Champion with 
Dorset Council who also works full time as an independent information security adviser 
following a career in the Royal Navy.   

 Andy is based at Sherborne Library on a voluntary basis, providing free support and advice to 
anyone needing help with basic digital skills.   He is one of 75 Digital Champions volunteering in 
Dorset libraries to help people with computers, tablets, phones and more.  Most have gained 
experience from their professional careers. 

 As Andy explains in his new book, information security fraud has evolved more rapidly than any 
other crime with the onset of computers and the digital world.  Says Andy, “We mitigate against 
crime and injury everyday by following set rules and best practice.  As an analogy, we drive 
vehicles and take a lot of risk going from A to B but we follow the rules of the road to stay 
safe.  We can't take the risks away, but we know where they are and take steps to avoid injury. 
The same applies to information security. Paying by debit card on a reputable website, carries a 
risk, but it is very small so we take it. The risks increase significantly though when connecting to 
an insecure Wi-Fi where the credentials are unclear.” 

 Take steps to protect yourself against cyber and information crime 

¥! Consider using Paypal, it is very secure - https://www.paypal.com/uk/home 

¥! Never put any financial information including banking or credit card details in an email, it 
is not secure. 

¥! Be quick to install the latest versions (patches) in software. Criminals look for the 
weaknesses in the old versions to exploit. 

¥! Always use websites with https:\\ the ‘s’ actually stands for security and will generate a 
padlock, make sure it is not crossed out. If the website does not have the ‘s’, do not shop 
there. 

¥! Protect your documents. Always shred all discarded documents that contain personal 
information (including name and addresses) and recycle using a trustworthy document 
destruction company. An advantage that identity and cyber criminals have on their side is 
the time to sift through and pull together information from everywhere. 

 To get help from a Digital Champion simply call 01305 221048 and we will match you with a 
friendly volunteer in your own area who will help you feel right at home in the digital world.   

 To buy the book called Information Security Management Principles 3rd Edition go online to 
the BCS bookshop (https://shop.bcs.org) or visit any good bookseller including Winstone Books 
in Sherborne. 
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PIANO LOOKING FOR 
GOOD HOME!  

Harrison of London piano with 
adjustable stool. Free. Buyer 

collects. 

Pat Soward - 860647 

 
 

TOO GOOD TO BE KEPT A SECRET! 

What was on your wish list for the New Year? For some people it could be 
a better job, learning to drive or just getting out more and feel confident. 
Being better at reading can also be what people wish for but they donÕt 
always admit it.  

Tony worked for the military and had a personal assistant to help him cope 
with his workload. He went to do an English course where the other 
students thought he was the teacher!  They were all shocked to learn that he 
was struggling to read or write. He eventually found out about Read Easy, 

who offered free, flexible and one to one support. As he improved, he gained in confidence. He 
now enjoys reading with others and has become an eloquent guest speaker.   

There are many reasons why some people have found it difficult to learn to read. The really good 
news is that itÕs never too late to learn.  Do you know someone who would benefit from giving 
Read Easy a chance? LetÕs not keep Read Easy a secret any longer! 

Read Easy   Tel 07736 366152 Email  blandfordteam@readeasy.org.uk 

EDITORS NOTES  

Please could we have your copy for the next edition by 16 FEBRUARY.  We welcome 
contributions by email to theeditorhill@btinternet.com or please pop them through the door at 
Highlands, opposite the ÔoldÕ Post Office. It is also helpful if you would leave a phone number. 
The letters and articles published in The Hill are accepted in good faith and the views expressed 
are not necessarily the views of the Editors, whose decisions on publication are final. The Hill is 
published by the Child Okeford Parochial Church Council & printed by Sarum Graphics 

 
A big THANK YOU from everyone at The Hill to Sally Bolton who has retired from the 
Distribution Manager role.  Sally not only performed this key role superbly for many years but 
also supported the editorial team when needed.  We wish Sally all the best!  
If you have any distribution queries please contact Alan or Richard. 
                                                                                                                               The Hill Team 

 



 

THE OKEFORD BENEFICE  
www.okefordbenefice.org Facebook @okefordbenefice 

Rector and Rural Dean: The RevÕd Lydia Cook  
863774 / rector@okefordbenefice.org (LydiaÕs day off is Saturday) 

Licensed Lay Minister: Mr Mark Riley 860718 

Lay Worship Leaders: Mr Steve Vestbirk 860910; Mrs Abi Rudd 861367 

Lay Pastoral Assistants: Ms Carolyn Angelucci 860049; Mrs Ruth Allen 860068; 

Please direct all enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals to Lydia 

The benefice is grateful to be served also by retired Lay ministers 

Details of all services throughout the Benefice will be found in The Hill 

The Okeford Benefice takes its responsibilities surrounding the safeguarding of children, young 
people and adults who may be at risk very seriously and works in partnership with the Diocese of 
Salisbury to ensure that we work in accordance with best practice at all times. 
 
Our Benefice Safeguarding Policy can be viewed on our website. If you have any Safeguarding 
questions or concerns you can contact our Benefice Safeguarding Officer Sue Chandler on 01258 
861432 or 07554 425971 or by email poffle19sg@gmail.com. 

 
Child Okeford with Manston PCC  

Secretary: Mrs Gaynor Cox 01258 861145 
Correspondence Secretary: Mrs Ruth Allen: 860068 
 
Churchwardens  

Child Okeford  
Mr Simon Baird: 860477  
Mr Keith Allen:  860068 keith.allen@btinternet.com  

Hammoon 
Mr Charlie Poe: 860325 
Mr Steve Vestbirk: 860910 

 
Parish Council Clerks 
Child Okeford PC 
clerk@childokeford.org 
Manston and Hammoon PC 
manstonhammoon@dorset-aptc.gov.uk 
 
Bookings 
Child Okeford Village Hall 
Sandra Abbott 01258 861802 
 
Child Okeford Community Centre 
Ursula Taxis 07581 041778 
UrsulaJaneTaxis@outlook.com 
  
Manston Village Hall 
Mrs Carin Ljungdell: 472825 
 

 
The Hill  
Subscriptions: 
Alan Blackman: 860118 alanwblackman@gmail.com 
Distribution:  
Please contact Alan Blackman or Richard Muffett 
Editor and Advertisements 
Richard Muffett: 860010 
theeditorhill@btinternet.com 

 
Shillingstone Parish Magazine 
Editor and Magazine Advertisements 
Diana J Lewis: 472704 pentridge@btinternet.com 
The Fippenny News 
Editor: Derek Day: 861979, 
fippennynews@gmail.com  

Child Okeford website:www.childokeford.org 
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WHATS ON 
 
Sat 1 Feb CO coffee morning p10,  
  CO Quiz & Curry p25,  

Blandford Museum events (to 29 Feb) p22,  
Corgi meeting p27 
Manston & Hammond coffee morning p28 

Sun 2 Feb Springhead event p23 
Mon 3 Feb COPC meeting p11 
Wed 5 Feb CO Gardeners Club meeting p15 
Sat 8 Feb CO Pheasant Fest p21,  
  Ark jumble sale p22 
Mon 10 Feb COCCL meeting p8,  
  CO WI meeting p13 
Wed 12 Feb St Nicholas Wives’ Group p10 
Thur 13 Feb Baker Arms folk session p15,  
  Springhead event p23 
Sat 15 Feb CO coffee morning p5,  
  Art Stable exhibition (to 14 Mar) p16 
Sun 16 Feb Rev’s Roasts p3 
Tue 18 Feb CO Flower Arranging club meeting p19 
Wed19 Feb ND DWT talk p28 
Fri 21&Sat22 Feb Compact presents Cinderella p20 
Sat 22 Feb CO table top sale p30,  
  Manston & Hammond concert p28 
Wed 26 Feb CO Lunch Club p9 
Fri 28 Feb CO film night p19 
Sat 29 Feb Dorset Perennial Group Spring Talk p30 
Wed 4 Mar CO gardeners Club meeting p15 
Fri 6 Mar CO Quiz night p30 
Sat 7 Mar CO coffee morning p8 
Sun 8 Mar Rev’s Roasts p3 
Sat 14 Mar St Nicholas Wives’ theatre outing p10 
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Master Craftsman 

,"-#()"-.&%#!&$%/(#.)&0%1.-  
22234567869:;79:6<=37>35? 

Individually designed, bespoke wooden furniture, 
kitchens, doors and windows, beautifully crafted 

and installed by Duncan Hitchings 

Unit 2a, Barnhaven Farm, Rivers Corner, 
Sturminster Newton, Dorset, DT10 2AD 

!"#$%&'!$&()$&*+&, -./0.1,-./0.234/23.567/87-9  

THE NOBLE CLEANER 
All Domestic Cleaning Duties 
Cleaning, washing, ironing etc. 

General daily duties. All ironing now 
undertaken, free collection and deliveries. 

(Excludes weekends) 
Here to help make life easier 

Please call Miss Ball 
07938389250/01258 861651 

 


